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Reverend John Hale was the minister of Beverly, one of 

Salem’s neighboring communities. He was an eyewitness 

to the witchcraft panic and saw the events unravel in real 

time. Hale was one of several ministers called to examine 

and pray with Betty Parris and Abigail Williams when they 

initially became sick in the early months of 1692. As the 

year went on, Hale was not only present for many of the 

examinations, but interviewed some of the accused witches 

in prison, and even testified against one of his own 

parishioners. Despite his initial support, Hale ultimately 

became a skeptic of the witch trials. It is hard to know 

exactly when he began to distrust the court, but the 

accusation of his pregnant wife in November certainly 

solidified any previous doubt. Though written in 1697, his 

account of the trials was not published until after his death 

in 1702. 

The following excerpt was taken from a full transcription 

of Reverend Hale’s A Modest Enquiry into the Nature of 

Witchcraft, available through the University of Michigan’s 

Evans Early American Imprint Collection: 

 

https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/evans/N00872.0001.001?rgn

=main;view=fulltext  

 

https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/evans/N00872.0001.001?rgn=main;view=fulltext
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/e/evans/N00872.0001.001?rgn=main;view=fulltext


 

 Excerpt from A Modest Enquiry into the Nature of Witchcraft by John Hale (1702) 



 

 

 


