
 

 

Robert Calef Background 

 

Robert Calef was a Boston merchant who openly criticized the 

witchcraft trials in the years after 1692. His book’s title, More 

Wonders of the Invisible World, was an obvious reference to the court-

sanctioned account of the trials published in 1693, entitled Wonders 

of the Invisible World. While Calef was present for some of the 

proceedings in 1692, his account was largely based on information 

acquired from the families of the accused witches. As citations were 

not yet commonly used, it can be difficult to determine the sources 

used for many of his descriptions of the events—Which details came 

from eyewitnesses, and which from second hand retellings? Robert 

Calef’s book was completed four years after the witchcraft trials came 

to an end, and was published in 1700.  

The following excerpt was taken from a reprint of Robert Calef’s 

More Wonders of the Invisible World, available in its entirety on 

Internet Archive. This excerpt includes part of the book’s prologue as 

well as the beginning of his description of the witchcraft trials.  

   

https://archive.org/details/morewondersofinv01cale/page/n5/mode/2

up  

https://archive.org/details/morewondersofinv01cale/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/morewondersofinv01cale/page/n5/mode/2up


 

Begin Below the Red Line  

Excerpts from More Wonders of the Invisible World by Robert Calef (1700) 



 



 



 


