
 

Charles Upham Background 

Writing over 150 years after the Salem witch trials, Charles 

Upham was the first to compose a full, detailed book devoted 

to explaining the events of 1692. A minister, politician, and 

historian, Charles Upham lived in Salem in the mid nineteenth 

century. Utilizing the court documents from the witch trials, 

oral stories passed down through the generations, and town 

records, this work includes a description of Salem’s history 

before 1692, followed by a full account of the witchcraft trials. 

His book, entitled Salem Witchcraft, was published in 1867. 

 

This excerpt was taken from a digitized edition of this book 

available through the Project Gutenberg. 
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